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Brigade Newsletter 
The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized 

information to a targeted audience.  Newsletters can be 

a great way to share our skills and events. WE are an 

active Brigade and continuing to grow and this 

publication should reflect that.  

We have been busy  in our events and camps and let 

us reminisce about good times in this issue.  

Charlie ‘Two Fires” Chalk 



 

On December 12 and 13, three members of the Cumberland party/
Appalachian Brigade and three prospective members packed into the 
Bridgestone/Scotts Gulf Wilderness area, east of Sparta, TN. This is one 
of the most beautiful wilderness areas in Tennessee - 15000+ acres of 
pure rugged pristine land. Scott’s Gulf is a gorge cut into the plateau, 
1000 feet deep and a mile across with the Caney Fork River running 
through it and opening out into the Calf Killer Valley. Seven waterfalls 
are in it.  
 
There are a number of overlooks on the plateau and we camped near 
Welch's Point overlook which provided a magnificent view into the gulf. 
Larry Mayes, Steve Roberts and I took Jason Gatliff, Mark Lewis, and Mi-
chael Agee in so they could complete one of their required camps for en-
try into the Appalachian Brigade, AMM. 
We camped near the overlook because of its inspirational view of un-
spoiled wilderness from horizon to horizon. We kept returning to it dur-
ing the weekend; while also squirrel hunting, attempting an aborted 
climb into the gorge and enjoying fine weather and good company. As 
AMM member Mike Katona signs his posts, "Life is Good" - and it was a 
good weekend for all of us.  
 
These are of the camp which was a simple one - no lean-tos - just bed-
rolls. The weather treated us well with no rain and mild temps. We ate 
good, slept good and took some target practice. All the squirrels had 
gone to Florida for the winter. 
 

Scott's Gulf is an impressive area, it contains 7 waterfalls with Virgin 

Falls being the tallest at 150 feet. Neat place. In 1982 I spent a week in 

there by myself living off the land and go back every chance I get. On Sat-

urday Mike Agee, Mark Lewis and I decided climb down into the gorge to 

go to Virgin Falls. By the hiking trails the State has laid out, it is a 4-6 

hour hike in and out. The area where we camped had no trails so had to 

descend off the plateau to get down. We managed to find a cut in the 

first plateau cliff and went down, but quickly found the leaves were so 

slick, we were doing more sliding and hanging onto bushes than walk-

ing. When we came to another cliff that would have required rappelling 

we figured it was time to pull the plug and climb out, which was harder 

than going down, due to the slick leaves. The slope was so steep that all 

of us with shoes or mocs had difficulty standing up. But we got out and 

will go back another time.  We've all had our challenges when going into 

wilderness areas and that's what makes it worthwhile.  Good trip - good 

men. 

David Wright 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=524247661075097&set=oa.10154019384472638&type=3&relevant_count=1




BEARDS 

The subject of beards is one of the most hotly debated topics within the 18th 
Century re-enacting community. Whilst the norm was to shave, there are plen-

ty of references otherwise.  

In 1776 or 1777, "Christopher Ludwig [Ludwick], a baker of Philadelphia... 
being employed... to manage the ovens, he assumed the title of Bakermaster-
General of the army, and made a vow never to shave his beard until a fortu-
nate conclusion of the contest." Alexander Graydon, Memoirs of My Own 
Time (Phila., ), 142.  

Captain John Chilton, 3rd Virginia Regt., "26th. [July 1777] Before we 
Marched Capt. Wallace Capt. Powel myself, Lt. Mercer Lieut. Tibbs, Lieut. 
Baynham & Ensn. Peyton were denied our Posts in Battalion, for this reason, 
there was a Genl. Order for every Officer to attend Roll call at Retreat - I had 
not seen my chest for near a week.  I was consequently very dirty with a long 
beard.  I had enbraced this opporty. of shaving & shifting and was about 1/2 
shaved at the beat.  I said the Men turn out and also said Mr. Black go to hear 
the Roll call, for this I was arrested ..." John Chilton Diary, 26 July 1777, A. 
Keith Family Papers, 1710-1916, Virginia Historical Society.  

"When the 42nd [Regiment of Foot] left New York for Halifax in 1783 one of 
its soldiers recorded in his diary: 'Them among us who have grown hair upon 
the face of our countinence some very much and others a little bit, have been 
told to get it shaved off good and well for the review which we are preparing 
for now.  Ensign Campbell says that runners [sideburns] will be overlooked but 
no full-haired faced will be passed.  Top lips to be shaved to and all.'"  Philip 
Katcher, Armies of the American Wars 1753-1815 (New York, N.Y., 1975), 64.  
Unfortunately the source for this information was not cited by the author.  

Consider Addition, About 35 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches high red hair and 
beard, and gray eyes rev war deserter (April 9th 1777 the Pennsylvania Ga-
zette) Valley Forge ...General Washington commented on the men’s need for 
shaving.  

Simon Kenton was mistaken for James Harrod or Black Beard" in another 
words.. kenton could of had a beard. Draper 12C 23, 12C24  

WILLIAMSBURG, October 27, 1774. FOR the Information of all whom it may 
concern, I give this publick Notice that James M'Donald (or M'Daniel) La-
bourer, Edward Sweney, Butcher, Edward Lupton, Shoemaker, and Patrick 
Ryan, were, on the 17th Day of this Present Month, brought to the Bar of the 
General Court, then sitting, to take their Trials, for a supposed Murder by 
them committed in Pittsylvania County, where they were apprehended.  Ryan 
was sworn as a Witness; and the other three, being convicted of Manslaughter, 
were burnt in the Hand.-----It appearing to the Court that they were accused of 
a Certain Felony in the Province of North Carolina, they were remanded to 
Jail.  They were transported to his [sic] Country as Convicts, and have been in 
the Possession of Mr. John Hook, Merchant in Bedford, who sold or consigned 
them to Mess. Chambers and Montgomery, Merchants in Salisbury, North 
Carolina, whence they fled from Justice.-----M'DONALD (or M'Daniel) is 20 
Years old, has short brown curled Hair, thin Visage, blue Eyes, of a slender 
Make, and about 5 Feet 5 Inches high.---SWENEY is of M'Donald's Height, 32 
Years old, had short dark Hair, blue Eyes, a downcast Look, and is well made.-
--LUPTON is 25 Years old, has dark short Hair, blue Eyes, thin Visage, of a 
slender Make, 5 Feet 10 Inches high, and is a very saucy impertinent Fellow.---
RYAN is 25 Years old, has dark short Hair, Hazle Eyes, long Visage, a full 
Beard, and is 5 Feet 4 Inches high. They are all Irishmen,-----I shall be ready to 
deliver them to any Person, or Persons, who may make a proper Application. 
PETER PELHAM, Jailer.  

April 7, 1775 The Virginia Gazette  
Ten Pounds Reward. RUN away from the subscriber, near the upper church in 
Middlesex, on Saturday the 18th ult. a convict servant named JOSEPH HIG-
GINSON, one or two and twenty years of age, who is a native of London, but 
can neither read nor write; he is a small man, being little better than five feet 
high, has a remarkable down look, bends back in the knees when he stands, has 
no beard, but a remarkable strong voice for one of his size, and straight dark 
hair, not long enough to tie. He has been in the country four years last Septem-
ber, and was sold by Mr. Hodge to one Strother, by Stother [sic] to Roger Bell, 
who sold him to Reuben Daniel of Orange county, from whom I had him. He 
served his time to a screwplate maker, but I have since taught him to do all 
sorts of jobbing work very well; and although he pretends to understand brass 
and silver work, he is but an indifferent hand in those branches. He had on, 
and took with him, a Virginia cotton coat, kersey-wove, of a pale lead colour, 
white breeches, the same stuff as his coat, old English leather breeches, a mixed 
red Wilton jacket without sleeves, a coarse blue jump jacket, a pair of white 
cotton stockings, one pair of pale blue Virginia yarn do. a pair of mixed red 
coarse sale do. a pair of old shoes, turned pumps, and since he has been gone I 
understand he has bought a pair of new black grain dogskin shoes.  



 

I think he had a pair of silver buckles and a stone set brooch, but I am not certain. 
He had likewise a fine holland shirt and a muslin neckcloth, one osnabrug shirt, 
and a fine small hat almost new. I hear he was seen on his way towards, York. 
Whoever apprehends the said servant, and secures him in any jail of this colony, so 
that I get him again, shall have 5 l. reward: if taken up in any other province, and 
brought home, I will give the above reward of 10 l. I hereby forewarn all persons 
from harbouring him, or giving him employment; and as I suppose he will endeav-
our to make his escape by water, I caution all masters of vessels from taking him 
on board, or carrying him out of the country. SAMUEL DANIEL. [symbol] As I 
had my house robbed the night before he went away, and two new cotton shirts 
carried off, I suspect him to be the thief.  

Harrod also “ put fire to Billy Bush’s red beard" Draper 12cc65-98  

RAN away, on the 30th of September last, from Mr. Patrick Creagh, of the City of 
Annapolis, Two Servant Men: One named John Connor, a Sailmaker by Trade, 
much Pock-fretten and freckl'd in the Face; has Red Hair and Beard, wears a Wig 
or Cap, is an Irish Man, and talks upon the Brogue: Had with him a dark brown 
Pea Jacket and Breeches, and is supposed to have some other Clothes; He came 
this Year from Bristol, in the Ship Essex, Capt. Henry Morgan, Commander. The 
other named Ralph Taylor, a North-Country Man, is a Middle-siz'd Man, of a slow 
Speech, wears his Hair, which is of a brown Colour, and is a Convict; Had on a 
brown Coat, and Oznabriggs Trowsers. Went away (also) with them, a Servant 
Woman, named Sarah Miers, a Dutch Woman, and talks broken English, pretty 
Tall, Round Shoulder'd. Likely in the Face, and had a Flat Nose: They took with 
them some Wearing Apparel, viz. a dark Grey Coat trimm'd with Black, a Wom-
an's Blue Cloak, fac'd with White Silk; a Seesucker Gown, one White Linen Ditto; 
one strip'd Calimanco Ditto, a brown Camblet Petticoat, a Woman's Bermuda hat, 
lin'd with Blue Silk, and several other Things, viz. Bedding, Linnen, and in partic-
ular a Red Rugg. They went in an old carvil Work Long- Boat, with one Mast, and 
a Square Sail. Whoever secures the said Servants, and brings them to the Subscrib-
er, living in Annapolis, shall have Five Pounds Current Money as a Reward, and 
reasonable Charges: and if taken out of this Province, they shall have Six Pounds 
in Gold Reward, and all reasonable Charges, paid by Patrick Creagh.  

Friday, October 8, to Friday, October 15, 1736 The Virginia Gazette  
FIVE POUNDS Reward. RUN away from the subscriber, in New-Kent county, 
Monday night last, an English convict servant man named THOMAS BELCHER, 
about 28 years old, 5 feet 7 and 8 inches high, well made, fair complexion, light 
hair, which he wears, reddish thin beard, and speaks effeminately; his occupation 
is farming, which he understands, but pretends to a knowledge in many other 
kinds of business, was imported into Patapsco river, Maryland, July 1765, had on 
and took with him a felt hat, almost new, an old brown cut wig, a light duffil coat 
half worn, with round white metal buttons, country cloth jacket and breeches of 
white cotton filled with yellow wool, a pair of old brown sagathy breeches, an ozna-
brig shirt, country made mixed yarn hose, a pair of white cotton ditto, a pair of 
country made shoes, nailed round with hob nails, and a pair of old pumps, with 
carved brass buckles. It is supposed he was seen passing Todd's Bridge the morn-
ing following, in company with some man who wore a blue coat; he may likely have 
a forged pass and discharge, and may probably attempt an escape by water. All 
masters of vessels are forbid harbouring or employing him. Whoever will appre-
hend and secure the said servant, and give me intelligence thereof, so that I get him 
again, shall receive at the rate of six- pence per mile, for any number he may be 
from home under forty, for any greater number at the rate of nine-pence per mile, 
if out of the colony, five pounds more than the law allows, and if brought home all 
reasonable charges. March 14, 1769. JOSEPH WATKINS.  

March 16, 1769 The Virginia Gazette  
RUN away from the subscriber, in Prince Edward, the 19th of June last, a white 
Mulatto man slave named TOBY, about 22 years of age, of the middle stature, 
spare made, has grey eyes, light curled hair, little or no beard, stoops in his shoul-
ders, is of a brisk motion; there is a difference in his thumbs, a small scar in his 
face, and was brought up to the planter's business. I expect he will endeavour to 
pass for a free man, if not a white man. TEN POUNDS reward if taken in Caroli-
na, and FIVE POUNDS, besides what the law allows, if he taken in Virginia. BEN-
JAMIN WIMBISH.  

April 23, 1772 The Virginia Gazette  
harrod = black beard.  

June 1, 1775 The Virginia Gazette  
RUN away from the subscriber, in Spotsylvania, the 20th of May, a convict servant 
man, named GEORGE NEWTON a farmer, born in Yorkshire, imported in the 
Justitia this spring, a stout man about 6 feet high, much freckled, has a very red 
beard, and walks clumsily. I am informed he has a scar on the fore part of his 
head, and some scars on his left arm, which he says was occasioned by shot. He has 
been in some office about the customhouse in London. He took with him two ozna-
brig shirts, almost new, one of them died of a purple colour, a pair of oznabrig 
trowsers, rather too small for him, a felt hat, bound, a pair of old country shoes, a 
jacket without sleeves, much worn, a Dutch blanket, a white linen shirt, a stock, 
and brass stock buckle, a pair of new worsted hose, mixed brown and white, and  



one pair of white yarn stockings. I suspect he has other clothes with him. He also 
took away with him a negro man, named GEORGE, about 5 feet 3 inches high, 
well made, and understands working in stone and wood; his fore teeth in the up-
per jaw is a good deal worn; the finger next to his little finger, on his left hand, is 
stiff in the first joint, occasioned by a cut, and when the others are shut, stands 
out; he has lost part of a toe, and, as well as I remember, it is the toe next his great 
toe, and on the left foot. He took with him some oznabrig shirts, a kersey jacket, 
with yellow metal buttons, a pair of white yarn stockings, a blanket, a pair of 
country made shoes, with some other clothes. They say they intend getting on 
board some ship, but I suspect they will endeavour getting on board the man of 
war. All masters of vessels, or other persons, are forewarned from harbouring or 
taking them on board. I will give FIVE POUNDS reward for both, or THREE 
POUNDS for Newton, and FORTY SHILLINGS for George, besides what the law 
allows, if conveyed to me, near Fredericksburg, or FORTY SHILLINGS each if 
secured in any gaol, so that I get them again. If they are not well secured they will 
make their escapes, being both cunning, artful fellows. JAMES TUTT. N.B. I sus-
pect a negro man, named Tim, belonging to the honourable John Tayloe, is gone 
off with them. John Stovall was seen on the Green River in Kentucky 1785ish 
wearing his famous goose hat and ironically enough, a beard. draper 1A;46  

"men in pittsburg who held and abused slaves and redemptioners would not for 'a 
fine cow shaved there beards on sunday.' "  

the hermit from doddridge...  

"thier appearance excited much suspicion. they were almost entirely naked and 
were garnished with 6 weeks growth of beard" 344  

george rogers clark's men on his march to kaskaskia... "with garments soiled and 
travel-stained, and with beards of 3 weeks growth..." 481  

"the latch of the door was drawn, and there entered a dark looking man, of gigan-
tic stature and form, with stiff, black hair, eyebrows and beard. He apparently 
eight and twenty, was dressed in a hunting shirt..." 640  

August 9, 1764 The Pennsylvania Gazette  
FORTY SHILLINGS Reward.  
BROKE out of Newtown Goal, Bucks County, on the 19th of last Month, a Dutch-
man, named Jacob Morhard, about 30 Years of Age, about 5 Feet 6 Inches high of 
a pale Complexion, with short dark coloured Hair, had a <<very long red 
Beard>>, has fore Eyes, and a Film on his LEft eye; his Fore finger on his Left hand 
is crooked, and a Piece of the End of it is gone. Had on, when he went away, old 
Leather Breeches, old coarse Shirt old blue Jacket, without Lining, a coarse Felt 
Hat, with the Brim cut, no Shoes not Stockings. Whoever takes up and brings him 
to Newtown Goal aforesaid, shall receive the above Reward from GEORGE 
DUNN, Deputy Sheriff.  

August 23, 1753 The Pennsylvania Gazette  
RUN away from the subscriber, living in Robeson township, Berks county, near 
Reading, an Irish servant man, named William Moore, about 30 years of age, five 
feet six inches high, thick and well set, of a dark complexion, pock mark, his hair 
cut off, <<but commonly keeps his beard pretty long>>; has a very slow gait, and 
is not much given to discourse: Had on when he went away, an old felt hat, but no 
cap, good ozenbrigs shirt, two trowsers, old blue stockings, and half worn shoes, 
with brass buckles, an old blue jacket, and a brown coat, about half worn; also 
took with him a pair of black buckskin breeches, almost new, with brass buttons, 
and an old shirt. Whoever takes up and secures said servant, so that his master 
may have him again, shall have Forty Shillings reward, and reasonable charges, 
paid by JOSEPH MONEY  

May 28, 1772 The Pennsylvania Gazette  
EIGHT DOLLARS Reward.  
RUN away from his bail, in Tuskarora, Cumberland county, in Pennsylvania, one 
THOMAS MOORE, an Englishman, a Taylor by trade, about 5 feet 7 or 8 inches 
high, 30 years of age, of a swarthy complexion, spare faced, with a blemish on one 
side of his eyes, <<a very large beard>>, and a remarkable long nose, much pock-
marked; had on a new pair of buckskin breeches, too large for him, an old short 
coat, of a lightish colour, an old patched jacket, old shoes, with buckles, and an old 
wool hat, but may change his clothes; took with him an iron grey mare, 3 years 
old, and a whitish shagged dog, lately clipped about the head and neck, says he 
worked in Baltimore, and in Philadelphia, and in most parts of this province. 
Whoever apprehends said MOORE, and secures him in any goal, and gives me 
notice, shall have the above reward, paid by May 11, 1772. THOMAS BEALE.  

 



April 23, 1772 The Pennsylvania Gazette  
Pilesgrove, Salem county, West New Jersey, April 20, 1772. FOUR DOLLARS 
Reward.  
RUN away, on the night of the 14th instant, from the subscribers, a certain 
JOHN HUXELY, says he was born in New England, near 6 feet high, a little 
knock kneed, has a curly cross look, talks very thick and fast, and has a slammer 
in his speech, <<sandy beard, with long whiskers>>; wore an old lightish col-
oured coat and jacket, old hat and stockings, new shoes, with brass buckles; 
stole, and took with him, one new check shirt, a new pair of striped ticken trows-
ers, made with a fall, and a good razor, with a black handle. Whoever takes up 
said Huxely, and secures him in any of his Majesty goals, so that he may be 
bought to justice, shall have the above reward, and reasonable charges, paid by 
JACOB PAULLIN, or ABRAHAM RICHMAN  

April 4, 1777 The Virginia Gazette  
Twenty DOLLARS reward. Deserted from Elk Ridge landing, Maryland, the 
5th of February last, four soldiers belonging to capt. Charles Flemings company 
of the 7th Virginia Regiment... had with him a bundle in a blanket, and a rifle. 
Joel Johnson, a low well set man, about 5 feet 5 or 6 inches high, wears his own 
dark hair and <<very large whiskers, full faced;>> had on a hunting shirt dyed 
black, fringed round the capes, ruffles, tail, and down the breast, belted with the 
skin of a rattlesnake, had with him a bundle in a blanket...  
 
And this- sideburns? November 24, 1763 The Pennsylvania Gazette Oley, No-
vember 14, 1763.  
RUN away last Sunday Night, from William Pott, in Oley, a German Servant 
Man, lately come into this Country, named Thomas Sholl, about 23 or 24 Years 
old, 5 Feet 9 Inches high, has brown Hair, a long and Pock marked Face, and 
slow in talking: had on when he went away, a Worsted short Jacket, with red 
and white Stripes across, and two Rows of Buttons, a blue Jacket without 
Sleeves, with red Lining, blue Coat, with red Lining, and large Metal Buttons, 
blue Breeches, new Stockings and good German Shoes, with Metal Buckles, 
good Felt Hat, and <<a pretty Side Beard at his Cheeks>>. Whoever takes up 
and secures said Servant, so as his Master may have him again, shall have Forty 
Shillings Reward, and reasonable Charges, paid by WILLIAM POTT. 



THE LONGHUNTER – URIAH STONE 

Born: Dec. 1, 1744 - Died: April 7, 1807 

Married: Hepzibah Hadley  

By Paul B. “Buster” Alexander 

 

Well, after twenty-some odd years, I’m finally gonna do this task, 

which is the biggest thing I have feared since becoming a member of 

our fine Brotherhood.  I thought it only fitting to write about a man 

upon whose River’s name I live. 

 

Uriah Stone was perhaps the first white man to travel up the stream 

now named in his honor.  Stones River is named after this longhunter 

and woodsman who passed what would become known as Rutherford 

and Cannon Counties in Tennessee.  Uriah Stone was hunting in Ten-

nessee in 1766 and 1767, long before he made settlement there.  Col. 

James Smith of Pennsylvania explored what was later called the Cum-

berland County during the summer of 1766.  The following is from his 

journal. 

 

“I set out the last of June, 1766 and went in the first place to the Hol-

ston River, and from there I traveled westwardly in company with 

Joshua Horton, Uriah Stone, William Baker and James Smith, who 

came from near Carlisle, Pennsylvania.  We explored the country 

south of Kentucky.  We also explored the Cumberland and Tennessee 

Rivers from Stones River down to the Ohio.  Stone’s River is a south 

branch of the Cumberland and empties into it above Nashville.  We 

gave it this name in our journal in May, 1767 after one of my fellows, 

Mr. Uriah Stone, and I am told it retains the same name to this day.” 

 

While little is known about Uriah, he predated the first settlers in the 

area and carried tales of this bountiful and uninhabited land when he 

returned to North Carolina.  It would be fourteen years before the first 

settlers arrived. 

 

Between the naming of Stones River and the arrival of the first settlers 

in middle Tennessee, Stone hinted along the river bearing his name 

with a French trader who managed to seal his boat and furs. 

 

Stone returned to what is now known as the Cumberland Valley in 

1769, along with fellow hunters Casper Mansker, Isaac and Abraham 

Bledsoe, Joseph Crake and Robert Crockett.  Although Crockett was 

killed, the various trails, salt licks and camping spots identified by the 

1766 and 1769 expeditions would later help guide the first white set-

tlers to the middle Tennessee area.  (Most of this came from the 

Murfreesboro Post, a local newspaper.) 

 

 



Stone must have been somewhat of a character for he was always getting 

sued for debts or was a witness against, or for, someone in such cases, 

and whenever he hunted, he seemed to make some sort of effort for a land 

claim.  He probably made these claims in order to sell them as he did one 

such claim in Wright’s Valley of the present Tazewell County. 

 

In a land suit in the Superior Court of Augusta County, Virginia, in the 

year 1807, James Maxwell made this statement: “In 1772, I went from 

Botetourt County where I lived to present Tazewell County to make a 

settlement.  I was in company with Samuel Walker. Found a tract with 

some improvements, viz: the foundations of a cabin, some rails split, and 

some trees deadened.  That night we fell in with a party of hunters, 

among them Uriah Stone, who claimed to have made the improvements 

and I bought it.”  Ten years after settling on this tract of land, James Max-

well had two of his daughters killed by the Indians.  In the same land suit 

referred to above, Lawrence Murray stated: “Thirty-three years ago I was 

in Wright’s Valley at Uriah Stone’s cabin.”  This statement would sug-

gest that in 1774, Uriah Stone still had a cabin in Wright’s Valley and 

that he was probably living there.   

 

 

Although these men had their problems, Uriah Stone, Obediah Terrell, 

Casper Mansker and Castleton Brooks were all longhunters and friends of 

Daniel Boone.  

  

While doing this research, I have been fortunate enough to have me Col. 

Jim Stone, retired U.S. Aviator, who now lives not far from me.  He is the 

great, great, great, great, great-grandson of Uriah Stone and has done 

much research on his ancestor.  He has even located the resting place of 

Uriah’s grandson William Baldy Stone.  He remembers when he carved 

his initials on the Stone family tree which since been cut down.  In the 

middle of the tree is the name “D. Boone”, which I found quite amazing.  

Not much more is known about Uriah.  He had two sons and he was good 

friends with Daniel Boone.  No one is sure what became of him, so the 

search goes on. 

 

      Respectfully submitted by: 

      Your Humble Servant, 

      Paul B. Alexender 


